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Titus 
Cultivating a True Community of Grace 

Introduction 

The books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus are collectively known as the “pastoral letters.”  Each of 
them is written by the Apostle Paul to one of his protégés whom he has delegated to serve in a church 
facing challenges both theological and ethical.  While written directly to individuals, it is likely that Paul 
meant for them to be read by the churches as well.  These books teach us that there is such a thing as 
right Christian belief and right Christian living and that the two are indivisibly linked. 

Who is this man Titus?  That is a good question.  We know very little about him other than he apparently 
was a convert of Paul’s (1:4) and Paul had such confidence in him that he sent him to straighten out 
things in the church on the island of Crete (1:5). The gospel had been known in Crete for some time as 
there were Cretans who heard Peter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:11) and it is also mentioned on 
Paul’s trip to Rome (Acts 27:7-12). 

The book of Titus in many ways parallels 1 Timothy in its content, giving directions for establishing 
leadership in the church, dealing with false teachers, and putting doctrine into practice.  After all, 
Christianity is meant to be lived, not just studied, so all theology must lead to action or it is useless. 
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Chapter 1 
Appoint Elders 

Paul begins this letter with a somewhat longer introduction than he does in 1 and 2 Timothy.  He 
identifies himself as a servant of God, appointed to be an apostle not for his own benefit but for the 
benefit of God’s elect.  Then he immediately begins to deal with the issues in the church. 

1. Paul gives two reasons in 1:5 as to why he left Titus in Crete.  What are they? 

 ____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ 

2. How do you think these two issues are connected? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

We note here that Titus is to appoint “elders.”  There is to be a plurality of leaders, not just one.  Titus is 
not to be the spiritual dictator even though he is there under Paul’s apostolic authority.  He is to be a 
leader among leaders.  It is a great danger to any church when it falls under the authority and control of 
one man who can act autocratically without accountability to other leaders. The church is to be a 
community of grace. 

In vs. 6-9, Paul instructs Titus in the qualities a man must have who serves as an elder.  It is not enough 
for a man to want to be an elder or for him to be a popular individual; he must have cultivated certain 
characteristics in his life.  The overarching qualification is the term “above reproach” (ESV) or 
“blameless” (NIV). Now Paul defines what blameless looks like. 

3. Describe his relationship to his family (1:6). 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Describe the negative and positive characteristics he is to have in relationships with others. 
 Negative (1:7): 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Positive (1:8): 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Finally, in 1:9 he is to be so committed to the truth of God’s word and so knowledgeable in it that  
 he is able to do two key things. What are they?  

 a.__________________________________________________________________________ 

 b.__________________________________________________________________________ 

These verses teach that truth leads to godliness.  The leader must be a person who not only knows the 
truth, but puts it into practice in his life.  He makes the gospel attractive by living it as well as by 
teaching it.  He leads through moral integrity as well as biblical instruction.  This is why we struggle so 
much when teachers/leaders we have looked up to as examples crash and burn morally.  It calls into 
question everything they have taught us.  It should serve as a warning to all of us when we are tempted 
to disobey God’s truth and live for our own pleasures that we may not only be undermining our own 
relationship to God but that of all those whom we have led.  Sin splashes!   

Denounce False Teachers 
Paul’s final phrase at the end of verse 9, “rebuke those who contradict it” (ESV), leads directly to the 
next issue he needs to address—false teachers.  Here is why the appointment of elders is urgent. 

6. In 1:10 Paul uses three descriptive terms for the false teachers.  What are they and how would  
 you explain them? 
  
 a.____________________________________________________________________________ 

 b.____________________________________________________________________________ 

 c.____________________________________________________________________________ 

It is interesting that Paul singles out the group he refers to as the “circumcision party.” In verse 14 he 
will refer to Jewish myths (see 1 Timothy 1:4). Crete had a sizeable Jewish population and they must have 
wanted more influence within the church.  Generally we know these people insisted that Christians 
needed to follow the Old Testament laws and so ended up with a form of legalism that nullified grace.  
Sadly, human nature seems to be drawn to rituals and laws over grace.  Likely this is because it both 
appeals to the emotions and gives a sense of satisfaction that “I have done something” that earns my 
place with God. So in essence it is the blasphemy that I, rather than God, saved me (see verse 16a). 

7. In verse 11 we see the impact of these false teachers as well as their goal. 

 a. What is their impact?_________________________________________________________ 

 b. What do the teachers get from it?_______________________________________________ 
  (see 1 Timothy 6:5) 

In verse 12 Paul quotes an ancient Cretan writer who describes the people in less than complimentary 
terms.  In fact, in the ancient world this cultural aspect of the people of Crete was so well known that “to 
Cretanize” was a synonym for lying and cheating.  In verse 13 Paul agrees with this assessment implying 
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that it therefore should not be surprising that false teachers with impure motives would arise among the 
people. Every culture has its weaknesses that can pervert the accuracy of the gospel, so it is important 
to be aware of those tendencies in order to counteract them.  

8. Paul tells Titus and the elders not to be passive in the face of these attacks on the gospel.   

 a. How does verse 11 say false teachers are to be treated?_____________________________ 
  The Greek word here means to put something over an animal’s mouth to muzzle it; to stop it  
  from doing damage. 

 b. What does verse 13 say to do to them?___________________________________________ 
   
 c. Yet according to verse 13, what is the goal of these actions?__________________________ 
  This is always the goal of discipline—never to cut off but always to recover.  It is like surgery.  
  At the moment it is painful, but the purpose is always to heal what is broken. Here is why  
  being in church leadership can be agonizing and difficult.  It requires the protection of the  
  sheep and the pursuit of the wanderer through actions that require courage and discernment.  
  A community of grace cares for the wanderer, sometimes with rebuke but always with the  
  desire to bring them back in to right relationship with God 

Paul concluded this section by saying that it is not rituals and laws that make a person pure but an inner 
transformation through faith in Christ (Acts 15:8-11).  Purity flows from the inside out not from the 
outside in. So once a person trusts Christ by faith, he can enjoy all the good things of God’s creation 
with a clear conscience for the glory of God. This does not mean that a Christian can indulge in evil 
behavior and claim it is pure because of his faith.  In fact, Paul corrects this error with the Corinthians in 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20.  The freedom of the believer is to live as God intends, which is to live purely. 

According to the last part of verse 15, the opposite is also true—“to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing 
is pure.”  Until the heart is changed, purity is unachievable.   

Conclusion/Application 
1. While the qualifications given in verses 6-9 are intended to be visible and growing in the life of  
 church leaders, they define spiritual maturity so must be what all believers are pursuing.  No one  
 should ever say, “Well, I’m not a leader so these don’t apply to me.”  Every believer should be  
 chasing hard after these character traits for the glory of God. 
 How would you grade yourself on these qualities?  Which one is particularly challenging for you to  
 cultivate?  Will you identify one that you want to ask the Holy Spirit to help you mature in during  
 the coming month? 

2. How do you encourage and support the faithful leaders of your church who care for your soul by  
 teaching the truth, pointing out heresy, and rebuking those who deviate from God’s Word?  Are  
 you willing to accept their speaking into your life? 

3. Can you identify some false teachers that are currently promoting a form of Christianity that does  
 not emphasize grace?  How do you intend to protect yourself from being drawn into their web? 
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Chapter 2 
Revealing the Beauty of the Gospel 

Paul closed the first chapter with a rather negative emphasis on dealing with false teachers, so now he 
turns to the positive.  In verses 1-10, he explains how various groups of people are to express their 
experience of grace as they live their daily lives.  It all starts with Titus teaching “sound doctrine.”  This 
contrasts with the work of the false teachers. They teach what is unhealthy and false but Titus is to do 
the exact opposite.  He is to teach what is healthy and accurate because there can be no community of 
grace without the foundation of clear biblical teaching.   

1. Paul says in verse 2 that older men are to be instructed in three social qualities.  What are they?  
 Can you briefly define them? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

These qualities are required for church leaders in 1 Timothy 3:2 & 8 but they are appropriate for all 
senior men in the congregation.  This is what people see and it is from this behavior that they are 
attracted to the gospel. 

2. In the latter part of verse 2 Paul gives three internal qualities that are to mark these men.  List  
 them. 
  
 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Do these virtues sound familiar?  They sound a lot like 1 Corinthians 13:13 don’t they—“So now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  In Titus Paul says “faith, love, and 
steadfastness (ESV) /endurance (NIV)” rather than “hope.” But patient endurance is closely linked to 
hope.  These are the grand characteristics of the Christian and it is from these internal qualities that our 
external behavior rises.  External actions without internal motivation will not endure.   

Paul now turns to the older women in verse 3.  He says they are to be “reverent” in their behavior.  In the 
ancient world, older women were often mocked in dramatic comedies for being busybodies given to idle 
talk.  Paul says that Christian women share the responsibility with the men of being an example to the 
congregation.  They are to regard all activities of life as sacred before God.   
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3. The older women are instructed to teach certain things to the younger women who are in  
 the community of faith (vs.4-5).  What are these things? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul concludes at the end of verse 5 saying “that the word of God may not be reviled” (ESV). There is a 
social aspect to our evangelism.  When people see Christians living out the grace of God in their homes, 
it becomes a tool in God’s hands for the conversion of unbelievers (see 1 Peter 3:1-6).  In the society in 
which we live with so much chaos in home life, one way we can show the value of the gospel is that it 
strengthens the relationships in the home.   

4. In verse 6 Paul turns from the young women to the young men.  What is Paul telling Titus to urge  
 them to practice?  How would their practice of this possibly differ from that of the older men in  
 verse 2? 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Now Paul speaks directly to Titus in verses 7-8.  If his instructions to the Christians in Crete are to carry 
any weight he must set them an example. He must be able to say to them “do as I do.”  So it must be 
with all our church leaders and teachers.  They must not only speak the truth, they must live it if it is to 
have any impact on the people they minister among.  One problem that can develop with church 
leaders is that they project an image but don’t really have any substance beneath it.  Paul warns Titus, 
and through him all church leaders, that they must be genuine in both their teaching and their lifestyle. 
(See 1 Corinthians 11:1-2 & 1 Timothy 4:12) 

Finally, Paul turns to the slaves. Here again is evidence that the gospel reached to all classes of society 
both high and low. Paul has taught previously that within the church there are no distinctions (Galatians 
3:28; Colossians 3:11) but all are one in Christ.  This had the potential to create an attitude among slaves 
that since they were free in Christ they did not need to please their earthly masters.  Such an attitude 
would be a complete misinterpretation of how slaves were to operate.  Paul tells Titus to instruct the 
slaves to be “submissive” to their masters.  In Ephesians and Colossians when he talks to slaves, he tells 
them to “obey” but here he uses the stronger word “submit.”  
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5. What specific things was Titus to instruct the slaves to do? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. According to the end of verse 10 what is the principle that is to guide the slaves in their behavior? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Greek word translated “adorn” is a word that means to set jewels in a way that sets off their true 
beauty.  Righteous, godly behavior enhances the gospel so it appears beautiful to those who see it.  The 
NIV phrases it “they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.”  This “adorning” of the 
gospel by behavior applies not only to slaves but to every category of believer.   

So each of us has to ask ourselves, “As people look at my behavior, does it make the gospel of Jesus 
attractive?”  Am I growing in faith and is my relationship with God so transforming my life that the 
beauty of His grace is made visible through my actions? 

The Foundation for Christian Behavior 
Paul jumps from the practical to the theological in verses 11-14. Normally in his letters he begins with 
doctrine and then moves to the implications of that doctrine but here things are reversed.  However, 
again the point is clearly made that practical instruction on how to live cannot be divorced from the 
eternal truth of the gospel. It is likely that his final thought in verse 10 regarding “God our Savior” 
moves his mind to thoughts of salvation. 

7. There are three things about the grace of God given in verse 11.  Can you identify them? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. According to verse 12, what does the gospel empower the believer to do on a practical level? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Christian morality is driven by the Christian hope according to verse 13.  How is this motivating? 
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 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

All the blessings of this salvation are made available to us through the work of Christ who “gave himself 
for us to redeem us….”  This redemption includes two aspects: 1) redemption from all lawlessness (ESV) 
or wickedness (NIV) or iniquity (KJV).  This is not just referring to social failures but to our debt towards 
God.  We no longer owe God for our sins.  Notice the use of the word “all.”  The entire debt is 
terminated!  2) a pure people, a people devoted to/intimate with God.  This is the effect of our 
redemption.  The eagerness the redeemed believer has for good works comes from his/her relationship 
with God.   

Conclusion/Application 
1. What does it mean for Christians to be in the world but not of the world?  How do you see  
 yourself achieving this? 

2. In what ways do you see yourself “adorning” the doctrine of God our Savior?  As your family,  
 friends or neighbors watch your life, will they think the gospel is a beautiful thing? 

3. Take a moment and reflect on the amazing grace of God as revealed in salvation.  Then offer a  
 prayer of praise and thanksgiving to God for His amazing grace that creates the desire in you to  
 live a righteous life as you anticipate Jesus’ return in glory. 
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Chapter 3 
Public Relationships 

In chapter 2 the emphasis is on behavior in family and individual life.  Now in chapter 3 Paul turns to 
behavior in political and social relationships. He tells Titus to remind the church that though they are 
looking forward to the glorious appearing of Christ and his kingdom, they are not to forget that they 
have responsibilities now on earth.  The emphasis on “remind” suggests that they had already heard 
this from Paul when he was on Crete (see Romans 13:1-7 or 1 Timothy 2:1-7). Maybe the Cretans as a 
community were struggling under the domination of Rome and this rebellious attitude had leaked into 
the church.  Essentially, Paul is saying that Christians need to be reminded to “give unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things that are God’s” since rulers are invested with divine 
authority (Romans 13:1).  Of course, this does not mean that we must obey any law that contradicts the 
Word of God (Acts 5:29) but it does mean that our witness to the gospel will be diminished if we fail to 
obey in every area we can.  Being submissive citizens is an expression of obedience to God. 

1. Describe how the Christian is to relate to civil government according to verse 1. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you understand the phrase “be ready for every good work” (ESV) at the end of verse 1 in  
 relationship to the Christian’s civic responsibility? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

The phrase “ready for every good work” leads naturally into verse 2.  Christians have a responsibility to 
relate righteously to their neighbors as well as to their government.   

3. There are two negative things believers are to avoid followed by two positive ways they are to act.   
 List and briefly state what you think they mean. 
 Negative:____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Positive:______________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

This kind of behavior requires the special grace of God to achieve.  It is not the natural bent of the 
human heart.  Too often Christians are contentious, some even thinking that it is more spiritual to be 
coarse sand paper in the world than to be like soothing ointment.  Tragically, sometimes even with other 
Christians there is a failure to practice these traits leading to disunity and alienation in the body of 
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Christ.  Paul is adamant that one expression of God’s grace in our lives is humbly treating other people 
with “courtesy.”  This is difficult when those around the believer are “liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons” (1:12). So one of the ways we achieve this is by reflecting on our own sordid past. 

4. How does verse 3 describe the Christian prior to his conversion? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you notice that Paul included himself in that description through the use of the pronoun “we”?  
What a powerful description of the human heart!  It is so easy for us, after we have been saved for a 
number of years, to forget where we came from, the kind of people we were.  Romans 3:10 tells us, 
“None is righteous, no, not one,” and that includes each of us!  The ultimate problem in social 
relationships is the wickedness of the human heart.   

Shining into this dark situation is the light of the gospel.  Verse 4 begins with that awesome little 
conjunction “but.”  The description of what a person is prior to salvation is contrasted with the 
incredible intervention of God.   

5. What two descriptions are given of God in verse 4? How do they relate to salvation? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In saying “our Savior appeared,” Paul is referring to the first coming of Jesus in the manger to 
accomplish redemption for us through the cross.  Notice the historical aspect of salvation.  Jesus came 
into time and space history, doing the work that must be done to save God’s people. 

6. Read verse 5.  Describe how we are NOT saved and how we ARE saved. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Note that Jesus appeared at a specific time in history, doing the work of redemption but it comes into 
the life of each individual believer though the immediate work of the Holy Spirit.  So our salvation is 
both an historical event that has been accomplished and a personal experience for each person.  It is 
the Holy Spirit who applies the work of Christ to the believer’s life.   

Note also the phrase “washing of regeneration” in verse 5.  The new birth involves the complete 
cleansing of the believer from his/her past and the implanting of the life of God in them.  From this then 
flows a constant renewing by the Holy Spirit of the believer’s life—what is generally known as 
sanctification.  This work of the Spirit is the process of life-long, radical transformation of the believer’s 
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life (Romans 12:2).  This continuing work of the Spirit is how we are enabled to fulfill the instructions of 
2:1-10 and 3:1-2. 
 

7. According to verse 6, to what extent is the Holy Spirit given to the believer?  What does this imply  
 about the believer’s ability to follow the instructions in this letter? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 7 tells us that the result of regeneration and the gift of the Spirit is justification.  We are declared 
“not guilty” in the court of God and given the righteousness of Jesus which we do not deserve.  All this 
comes to us through grace and through nothing we contribute.  The ultimate result of the work of Christ 
for us is that we are now heirs of eternal life.  In one sense we have eternal life from the moment we trust 
in the finished work of Jesus for our justification but a day is coming when we will experience that life in 
all its completeness in the glorious kingdom of God.  This is what 2:13 says we are waiting for.   

Verses 3-7 follow the familiar pattern of Paul’s thinking.  We are born sinners deserving the wrath of God; 
we have been made alive in Christ; so we look forward to eternal glory (Ephesians 2:1-10).  Verse 8 then 
summarizes what has been said with a final admonition for believers to devote themselves to good 
works as a reflection of their faith.  Grace must never be an excuse for sin (Galatians 5:13; I Peter 2:15-16) 
but rather a motive for praising, pleasing and finding joy in God. 

Specific Things to Avoid 
In contrast to the wise and beneficial teachings of the gospel are the controversies over trivial things. 

8. What four things does Paul give as worthless? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul may be recalling what he said in 1:10-11.  While Titus is to invest himself in helping believers devote 
themselves to good works, he is to ardently resist getting pulled into useless discussions over things that 
do not advance the gospel.  These include things like genealogical myths and Old Testament rituals.  In 
the world today with the easy availability of the internet and print media for spreading ideas, many silly 
debates are carried on that achieve nothing substantive for the cause of Christ and his gospel.  Every 
Christian needs to be astute to discern between the vital and the trivial, especially those who are 
ministry leaders and pastors. Then in verses 10-11, Paul directs Titus on how to handle those who get 
drawn into these ideas and want to actively promote them within the congregation, creating confusion 
and division. 
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9. According to verse 10, how is a divisive person to be dealt with? 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Greek word used in verse 10 for a “divisive person” is the word “heretic.”  However, as the various 
translations have suggested through their use of “divisive,” this is not a person who holds to a false 
doctrine (what the word means today) but rather a person who is promoting an opinion that is at odds 
with the main body of believers.  They are creating a faction in the church (Acts 20:30; 1 Corinthians 
11:18-19).  This behavior is a work of the flesh (Galatians 5:20) and reveals a lack of spiritual perception.  
Since such a person is a threat to the unity and health of the church they are not to be tolerated. They 
are to be warned to stop their activities at least twice and then disciplined (Romans 16:17-18; 2 
Thessalonians 3:14).  According to verse 11, their failure to respond positively to the warnings reveals 
what kind of person they actually are. 

Final Words 
Paul concludes this letter as he does most of his letters with some personal issues.  Most of those 
mentioned we know little about except for Paul’s reference to them; however, they were important for 
Paul’s mission.  When in verse 14 he says, “let our people learn to devote themselves to good works,” he 
may be contrasting them with those in verses 10-11.  The repetition here of what he has already been 
saying throughout the book likely indicates how important it was to him.  He didn’t want the Cretans to 
fall back into their lazy habits (1:12) because he understood that faith without works is useless (James 
2:14-26). No believer is to live an unproductive life! 

Can’t you almost feel the warmth of Paul’s final words in verse 15?  “All with me send greetings.”  “Greet 
those who love us in the faith.”  How Paul loved the churches!  His warnings and admonitions in this 
letter may to some appear harsh, but in actuality they are an expression of Paul’s love for the church and 
his desire that it be pure so it can make the gospel look as beautiful as it really is.   

Conclusion/Application 
1. In the United States we have a very different relationship to the government than the people of  
 Paul’s day had toward their government.  Sometimes as Christians our attitude toward the  
 decisions of governmental leaders is anger and distrust.  As a result we may tend to speak  
 negatively toward those elected leaders that rule over us.  Certainly we are privileged to have the  
 right to disagree with those in government positions but we also have a responsibility to submit to  
 the laws of the land and obey them unless they violate a direct command of God (Romans 13:1-7).   
 We also have the responsibility to pray for our leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-2).  When was the last time  
 you prayed for the leaders of the nation?  the state?  the city?  Are there any laws that you have  
 not submitted to?  How will you correct that?  

2. Take a few minutes out of your busy schedule to sit and ponder on the grace of God.  Reflect on  
 what you were prior to your conversion.  If you trusted in Christ as a younger person you might  
 have avoided some sinful behaviors that those saved older may have engaged in, but reflect on  
 what you did do and how you did think in rebellion against God and consider whom you might  
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 have been had not God’s grace embraced you.  Then read verses 3:4-7 out loud and consider  
 the glorious work of salvation in your life.  How has it transformed your behavior?  How does it  
 give you hope? 

3. How do you devote yourself to good works? 

4. How have you seen controversy handled in your local church?  Was it addressed or ignored?  Is  
 there ever a time when division in a church is necessary (consider 1 Peter 2)?  If you learned  
 that an individual in your church was causing division, what could you do as a member to stop it? 

5. How do you feel about your local church?  About the church in general?  Can you say that you  
 love the church and desire that it bring glory to God by showing the beauty of the gospel?
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